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Breanne Kirsch and Katelyn Sabelko, 
Briar Cliff University
Welcome!
In this presentation, we will...
• Define the Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) Framework
• Share how we applied UDL to information 
literacy courses at Briar Cliff University
• Engage in a brainstorming activity
• Apply UDL to a syllabi or assignment
What is the UDL Framework?
"The UDL framework offers an overarching approach to designing meaningful learning 
opportunities that address learner variability and suggests purposeful, proactive 
attention to the design of goals, assessments, methods, and materials. CAST’s UDL 
Guidelines are a tool to support educators, curriculum developers, researchers, parents, 
and more to apply the UDL framework to practice" (CAST, 2018).
Provide multiple means of engagement, representation, action & expression.















Add an instructor photo in addition to contact information/office hours
Make a graphic organizer of student learning outcomes or course goals
Make a pie chart of grade percentages for assignments
Emphasize student support services (including the library)











formats for the same 
course content- search 
strategies example:





Document or text 
summary of search 
strategies
Students can learn the 





Provide learners with 
choices as appropriate.
"Offering learners choices can 
develop self-determination, pride 
in accomplishment, and increase 
the degree to which they feel 




• Utilize built-in LMS tools to offer 








• Allowing learners 
to choose their research 
topic...
• Gives learners some 
autonomy
• Encourages learners to 
take ownership of their 
learning
• Encourages learners to 
connect research to their 
lives outside the classroom 





• Consider using multiple 
modalities for feedback...
• Gives learners 
opportunities to engage 
with feedback in different 
formats (e.g., written, 
audio, visual)
Discussion
Brainstorm! How can you apply UDL 
to a syllabus, assignment, 
assessment, or your instruction more 
generally?
Take this time to bounce ideas off 
your peers!
We will utilize breakout groups to 
brainstorm.
Q&A
Contact us!
Breanne Kirsch 
breanne.kirsch@briarcliff.edu
Katelyn Sabelko 
katelyn.sabelko@briarcliff.edu
